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Larson

What years were you employed by Dayton City Schools.

Broadbent 1959-1982
Larson

In what school did you teach?

Broadbent U.S. Grant
Larson

What sort of problems do you remember Dayton having
when the schools were first desegregated?

Broadbent The first thing I can remember, which was hardly a
problem was when the children came to school the first
day, the teacher across the hall was black and a little
boy came who was being bused in and when he saw he had
a black teacher he walked right out again. He said,
"Ilm not going to this school!" Apparently they had
told him he was going to have a white teacher so he was
not interested in being in her room.
Larson

He was black?

Broadbent That1s right
Larson

And he was disappointed.

Broadbent Yes, it was rather funny. As far as problems go I
think as far as the teaching goes there were none.
The children that were from the school where I taught
felt a great deal of antagonism and resentment toward
the children who were coming. However, there was only
one child who I can remember who really got into fist
fights. She happened to be a little girl. That was
interesting.
Larson

Was that just in the beginning and then things settled
down?

Broadbent Yes, after that there was no problem that I can recall.
Larson

Do you remember, was your faculty integrated first?
In the beginning was U.S. Grant mostly white teachers?

Broadbent No. From the time I had gone there back in 159 they
had had two black teachers and then over the years
there were more and more teachers added so that we
were integrated by the time the desegregation came.
Larson

What did you feel when you learned that Dayton City
Schools was going to be desegregated. Did you feel
that you had guidelines or assistance from the
administration?

Broadbent Before it started I had been working on a committee
with a pilot group, there were probably 20 of us over

the city of Dayton, black and white teachers, we worked
as a group to set up programs where the teachers themselves would get together to talk about the situation
that would be occurring. We had workshops, we went
to Houston Woods for the weekend and had speakers and
had worked very hard on that type of thing so that
when the actual situation came about we were prepared for the most part because we had discussed and
sat down and talked about it. Also, we met with the
teachers from the school that they were being bused
from. We met at their school and they met at ours.
We discussed what we expected and what was going to
be happening and so on. So there was really no
problem.
I was surprised when I did meet with these teachers,
the number of Federal programs they had in the other
school, which we did not have because I taught on
the East side.
Larson

Federal programs had been concentrated in black schools
up to that point.

Broadbent Right. I can't remember what they were called. There
was a Title I and a Title 2 and several different ones.
Larson

I can't remember the names either. Although I do
remember that Emerson had one called Follow-through.

Broadbent When we say black schools, I don't know if that was it
necessarily, I think it was schools in which students
were below grade level. So it didn't necessarily mean
it had to be a black school it could be any school, but
obviously where I was teaching the student's were not
below grade level because we didn't have any.
Larson

After desegregation did the Federal programs get
spread around more?

Broadbent Yes. When desegregation came in, we began getting
these programs. Actually what happened is the people
who lived in the neighborhood began moving out and
the children that were left were not always on grade
level and so they as well as the ones being bused in
who needed help, had the help from these programs.
But we had many who were bused in who were very much
above grade level.
Larson

Do you remember anything you did as an individual
to try to make desegregation go more smoothly, or did
you feel that it was a real minor part of your teaching
life?

Broadbent No. I don't think I changed anything in the way I
taught, nor any of the things I did. I just went on

as I always had taught. I didn't think it was
necessary. Everything seemed to be going fine.
I didn't have to make a special effort so that
black children felt part of the class--I think
they felt part of the class.
Larson

What grade did you have?

Broadbent Fifth grade.
Larson

Did you teach long enough then that you had kids
who had been bused from--what was your partner
school?

Broadbent Carlson, which was on Gettysburg.
Larson

So some kids from Grant when to Carlson a couple of
years and then came back to Grant.

Broadbent Right
Larson

Did you ever get some of those kids?

Broadbent Yes. What happenend usually was the first year, they were
bused every other year, so if I had them in the fifth
grade, then in the sixth grade they were bused to Carlson
Then in the seventh grade they would be back at Grant.
Many times I would have their brothers and sisters
and it was interesting because just as you -do in any
s.chool you bec~me ' interested in the fa'milies and the
brothers and sisters of children you have had and it
was great.
Larson

Do you think--it was such a long time ago--and all
you have to do is look at the world today and how
little concern there is today over trying to make
things equal--but if the goal of desegregation was
noble and their idea was that they wanted to have
equal educational opportunities in Dayton--well
first of all do you think that is what their goal
was? Do you think there was an inequity in the
sytem?

Broadbent 11m not sure that that was their goal. I think that
when they did their pairing of schools they did
not do a good job of pairing in the fact that the
schools we were paired with 3/4 of the children
came from parents of professional people.
They were very interested in their children
learning and took them to many cultural activities.
By the time that there was the busing the children
in the Grant school district were from an Appalachen
background and their parents were not nearly as
involved in school situations. They didn't seem

interested in their children taking any activity
in say band or orchestra. chorus or anything of
that sort. So they weren't really paired the way
they should have been. I think the Carlson children
should have been paired with a school who had
more of a cultural background so the children
could see themselves on a level. What was happening
is those that were bused in were on a much higher
level--for the most part. There were some that
werenlt. They just couldn't see eye to eye. They
didn't fight they just didn't have common interests.
Larson

Do you think it accomplished anything as far as
teaching about other cultures?

Broadbent For the most part it did not create any great
friendships. which is what they were trying to
create. In all those years that I was teaching
I can only think of a few that became close
friends with the ones that were bused and would
call them on the phone or see them after school
or during the summer. Most of the time it was
just like two different worlds. They worked
together fine in school. but they just didn't have
any closeness.
Larson

Did they have anything after school? Basketball.
clubs.

Broadbent No because the children who were bused had to get
back to their own school.
We did have PTA and the parents did come. For the
most part they were the parents of the children who
were bused not the children of the neighborhood.
Larson

Do you think desegregation helped the Dayton Public
Schools in any way?

Broadbent Only in the fact that the children could see that the
children being bused were just like they were. They
played the same games, listened to the same music.
When there was free time and they could bring their
tapes or play their music they found a common ground.
Other than that. I don't know that it really worked.
Larson

Do you remember the school board at the time of
desegregation?

Broadbent I went to several board meetings.
hectic. They were really wild.
Larson

It was pretty

They were pretty divided?

Broadbent Yes.

I remember the day people threw marshmallows at

the superintendent.
Larson

What was his name?

Broadbent I can't think of it now, but it will come to me. How
that man could sit in front of that audience, and they
would have the board meetings at schools in the
auditoriums rather than in the board room down at the
Dayton Board of Education, how he could sit and be
so stoic I don't know. Because they would say some
of the funniest things and I couldn't keep from
laughing. It was just ridiculous some of the things
these people were saying.
Larson

These were people who didn't want busing?

Broadbent Exactly.
Larson

He would be very stoic.

Carl.

Wayne Carl.

Broadbent That's right.
Larson

See together we thought of his whole name.
If you were going to talk to a group who was contemplating desegregating their schools and you
had to give them some advice that would make it
go smoothly, what would you tell them?

Broadbent Probably the same thing we did. The children would
need to be made aware that there were gOing to be
other children coming in. That they need to think
of others feelings and be kind. But first I would
do what Dayton did--the teachers need to get together
and be aware and not be so leery. Some of the
teachers were very upset. They weren't too sure
they could do it. Then they found out after the
children were there that they were just children-no different.
Larson

Do you think that teaching might have gotten better
because there was so much emphasis on education at
that point?

Broadbent Do you mean because of desegregation teaching got
better?
Larson

When education is in the news . . . .

Broadbent I don't know whether it got better. One thing happened
the class sizes went down, and you can work one-on-one
much easier. But our children who were being bused
were such--well, there was one year I had such a
fantastic class, it was the best class I have ever
had in all the years I had taught. Those children

all wanted to work and it was just great. As a
consequence, we all became very close and I still
hear from some of them. They call me every now
and then or I get a note from them. They realized
too that they were good.
Larson

That happens every now and then.

Broadbent Oh, yes. It was great.
no problems.
Larson

I enjoyed it.

I really had

Do you think there was anything that could have been
done to make the community support it more?
Because the opposotion came from the community.

Broadbent Yes, it did. It was terrible. I don't know if you
can do anything to change these ideas that these
people have had for years and years. I don't know.
Some of them were just so adament. That is why
they all put their houses up for sale and why they
moved out. Soon we had fewer white children in
our classes than we had black.
Larson

See that is the sad thing about this. The idea
behind desegregation is to learn to trust people
and get along. Can we say that happened? Do
you think it did?

Broadbent I think those that stayed found out that it did
work, yes. I think that maybe they were not too
certain about how things would-work out but they
stayed and they found out that it did work. It
worked out we 11, no prob lems • So it is a shame
others didn't stay.
Larson

Before we close is there anything you want to say.

Broadbent I don't think so.
Larson

Well, I get the impression talking to you that it
was just another school year for you.

Broadbent It was.
Larson

You didn't feel the trauma and you didn't feel the
excitement. It was just a school year like any
other.

Broadbent Right. The only difference was that because they
were bused, there couldn't be after school activities.
I had always worked with the children up to that
time, before school started. Those who had trouble,
usually math, would come in a half an hour early for
extra help. Because of busing that eiliminated that

